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roofed itself not only in popular belief, but in
science and philosophy. " Body and soul alike
were believed to be open to the invasion of demons,
moral excesses as well as physical distempers being
ascribed to their malign influence. There were
lying spirits, unclean spirits, deceiving spirits.
Nowhere, however, was possession so plainly and
appallingly recognized as in raving madness and
in epilepsy with its paroxysms of foaming and
choking." l The strange story in the book of
Acts (ch. xix.) of certain strolling Jews who
practised the arts of the professional exorcist, and
the question of our Lord to His enemies, By whom
do your sons cast them out ? (Matt. xii. 27), each
affords a glimpse of the popular belief, and of the
means that were used to outwit the cunning of
the powers of darkness.

It thus becomes plain that the idea of demoniacal
possession which meets us so often in the Gospels
is no isolated phenomenon. On the contrary, it
is but one link in a vast chain which stretches
along a large part of the course of human history.
The demonology of the Gospels, it cannot be denied,
presents an unmistakable family likeness, not
only to the current beliefs of Judaism, but to the
superstitions of the wider world beyond. " Like-
ness," of course, does not tell the whole truth

1 David Smith's The Days of His Flesh, p. 105.